Page 1 of 22

1

18 Uses of Al for Authors

Donald Firesmith
General Advice

No Al can write a publishable short story or book chapter without a great deal of rewriting by a
human author (yet).

Because no Al is perfect, you need to take its inputs with much more than just a grain of salt. Als
make mistakes, so decide which recommended improvements and corrections are appropriate.
Because different Al tools and chatbots find different problems and suggest different
improvements, you should probably use multiple ones for the same work.

Brainstorming:

Use one or more chatbots to brainstorm how characters might act in specific circumstances. For
example, “What are the implications of robots and Als performing almost all jobs currently
performed by humans?”” and “How would a robot react to [SITUATION DESCRIPTION]?”
Ask one or more chatbots to suggest story ideas that meet specific author-provided criteria.

Ask one or more chatbots to suggest possible approaches to a chapter or short story when you
are having writer’s block and are unsure of what you want.

Research

Use chatbots and search engines to research topics addressed in your story. Making your story’s
real parts (e.g., location, organizations, and technology) accurate makes the creative parts more
believable. This is especially true for speculative fiction, including science fiction, fantasy, and
paranormal horror.

4 Developmental and Content Editing

4.1 Story Critique.

Ask one or more chatbots to critique your story to learn its strengths and areas needing
improvement. Make the appropriate improvements and then repeat until none of the remaining
recommended improvements are appropriate.

4.2 Character Sheets.

Ask one or more chatbots to write descriptions of the main characters in your book.

o Upload the book’s manuscript and then ask the chatbot to describe a specific character,
including their age, sex, gender, nationality, accent, physical appearance, motivations, character
flaws, and growth.

o I primarily use the latest version of ChatGPT for this.

o This can be very helpful for ensuring consistency between book chapters and between books
in a series.
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4.3

Story Analysis.

e Ask one or more chatbots to give you a story analysis of your book.

o Upload the book’s manuscript and then ask the chatbot to write a story analysis including

concept, gentes, emotional atmosphere, settings, main characters, the outside/action story
(plot with subplots, goal, need, worse outcome, and message/moral), inside / emotional story
(plot with subplots, goal, need, worse outcome, and message/moral), conflicts, stoty structute
(acts, the plot points for each act, and the chapters for each plot point including the associated
title, summary, characters, location, and changes that happen during the chapter).

5 Line and Copy Editing:

Use multiple Al editing tools to identify grammar errors and suggest improvements.

Use multiple Al editing tools to suggest improvements (e.g., synonyms, active vs. passive
verbs)

Warning: Different Al editing tools find different problems, so you will probably want to use
multiple tools. I primarily use Grammarly, ProWritingAid, editGPT, and MS Word’s editor.

Warning: not all identified “grammar mistakes” are actually wrong.

6 Artwork

6.1

Definition

Generative Al artwork includes images and videos created by generative Al tools based on prompts
provided by the user. Example tools I've used include:

Tool Company URL
Artspace Artspace https://space.artspace.ai/
DALL-E Open Al https://chatgpt.com/
CoPilot Microsoft https://copilot.microsoft.com
DeepAl Deep Al https://deepai.org/machine-learning-

model/image-editor

Meta Al Meta https://www.meta.ai/c/

Midjourney | Midjourney | https://www.midjourney.com/

OpenArt Al | OpenArt https://openart.ai

6.2

Uses

Uses include:

e Book covers.

e [llustrations.

e Images for book trailers.

6.3

Videos for book trailers and author websites.

Process

Use multiple generative Al to write 10 to 20 potential illustrations for your book or short story. Keep
iterating your prompt until you get a usable image.
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e Note: getting the tools to follow all parts of your description of what you need is currently very
difficult. If I am doing anything out of the ordinary, I need to generate 20+ images to get a single
usable one.

® Your prompt needs to include what style you want (e.g., photo-realistic or digital art).

e Only a very few generative-ai tools enable you to create consistent characters across multiple
images.

Example Prompts

Example Prompt: “A realistic image of a path through the Enchanted Forest. There is a single tiny
golden glowing marble on the ground. A second marble is 30 feet away down the path. A third marble
is in the far distance. There are no other marbles.”

7 Marketing
7.1 Taglines

7.1.1 Definition

A book’s tagline is a short, memorable phrase used in marketing to capture the tone and appeal of a
book or short story. A tagline focuses on evoking curiosity or emotion and often highlights the story’s
theme.
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7.1.2 Uses

It is a marketing tool used to entice and attract a potential reader’s attention.to intrigue and attract
readers, often appearing on promotional materials like posters of book trailers. Because of the limited
space on your book’s back cover, you may decide to put a tagline (rather than a logline) in bold right
above your book blurb.

7.1.3 Process

Use one or more chatbot Als — I primarily use ChatGPT — to write 15 to 20 potential taglines for
your book or short story. Either select the best of the chatbot’s recommended taglines as your final
tagline or generate your own tagline based on the chatbot’s best recommendations. If you don’t like
any of the recommended taglines, ask for more or try using another chatbot.

The chatbot can recommend taglines based on the uploaded book or story manuscript by
including the manuscript as part of your prompt. If you have already published your book or short
story, the chatbot can also base the taglines on descriptions on Amazon, Goodreads, and your author’s
website.

7.1.4 Example Prompts

o “Write 20 taglines for the attached [book/short story].”
“Write 20 taglines for [book title] by [author name].”

7.1.5 Examples Taglines

Alien: “In space, no one can hear you scream.”
Tolkien Trilogy: “One ring to rule them all.”
The Adventures of Periwinkle Fae by Donald Firesmith:

o “Friendship, magic, and wonder — one bedtime story at a time.”
o “A collection of magical tales for dreamers of all ages.”
o “Join Periwinkle Fae on a journey of courage, kindness, and wonder.”

7.2 Loglines
7.2.1 Definition

A book’s logline is a concise, one- or two-sentence summary of a story that outlines the protagonist,
their goal, the central conflict, and the stakes involved. It conveys the essence of the narrative in a
compelling manner and is often used to pitch the story to literary agents or publishers.

Because loglines are specific to a single story, a collection or anthology has one logline per short
story rather than a single overall logline. You can use these loglines on your collection’s webpage on
your author’s website. You can also use these loglines when submitting your collection to a book
contest that requires the submission of an outline. Because chatbots often hallucinate when dealing
with the latter parts of a long manuscript, you may wish to ask the chatbot for loglines, one short story
at a time.

7.2.2 Process

Use one or more chatbot Als — I primarily use ChatGPT — to write 15 to 20 potential loglines for
your book or short story. Either select the best of the chatbot’s recommended loglines as your final
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logline or generate your own logline based on the chatbot’s best recommendations. If you don’t like
any of the recommended loglines, ask for more or try using another chatbot.

The chatbot can base the loglines on the uploaded book or story manuscript by including the
manuscript as part of your prompt. If you have already published your book or short story, the chatbot
can also base the loglines on descriptions on Amazon, Goodreads, and your author’s website.

7.2.3 Example Prompts

e “Write 15 loglines for the attached [novel/short story].”

o “Write 15 loglines for each short story in the attached collection.”

o “Write 15 loglines for [novel title / short story title] by [author name].”

e “Write 15 loglines for each short story in [collection title] by [author name].”

7.2.4 Example Loglines

o Alien “After responding to a distress signal on a desolate planet, the crew of the commercial
spaceship Nostromo inadvertently brings aboard a lethal alien predator that hunts them down one
by one.”

o Tolkien Trilogy: “A young hobbit embarks on a perilous journey to destroy a powerful ring and save

Middle Earth from the dark lord Sauron.”

e The Adventures of Periwinkle Fae by Donald Firesmith:

o The Midnight Firefly Dance: “When a firefly choreographer is trapped in a spidetr’s web,
Periwinkle must use her quick thinking to free her in time for the enchanted forest’s magical
light show.”

o Leo’s Dancing Lessons: “A self-conscious lizard believes he’ll never dance—until Periwinkle and
a grasshopper help him discover his own unique rhythm.”

o The Raindrop Symphony: “When Periwinkle realizes that raindrops create their own music, she
assembles a forest orchestra that transforms storms into concerts.”

7.3 Book Blurbs
7.3.1 Definition

A book blurb is a short, compelling description of a book, typically found on the back cover, inside
flap, or online sales page. It serves as a teaser rather than a full summary, aiming to hook potential
readers without revealing too much of the plot.

The primary purpose of a book blurb is to entice readers by highlighting the book’s most intriguing
aspects. It should:
e Spark curiosity about the story.
e [Establish the genre and tone (e.g., thrilling, heartwarming, mysterious).
e Introduce the main character and conflict in a way that feels engaging.
e [Encourage a purchase or further exploration of the book.

7.3.2 Uses

e DPlace it on the back covers of paperbacks and the dust jackets of hardcovers to give potential
buyers a quick sense of the story.
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e Use it on online retail listings, including platforms like Amazon, Barnes & Noble, and Goodreads,
to attract digital buyers.

e Include it in promotional materials, such as press releases, author websites, and social media
campaigns, to market the book.

e Include it in pitches to reviewers and booksellers. It helps bookstores, libraries, and literary
influencers decide if the book fits their audience.

7.3.3 Process

Use one or more chatbot Als — I primarily use ChatGPT — to write 10 potential blurbs for your
book. Either select the best of the chatbot’s recommended blurbs as your final book blurb or generate
your own blurb based on the chatbot’s best recommendations. If you don’t like any of the
recommended book blurbs, ask for more or try using another chatbot. Correct any hallucinations.

The chatbot can base the book blurbs on the uploaded book manuscript by including it as part of
your prompt. If you have already published your book, the chatbot can also base the book blurbs on
descriptions on Amazon, Goodreads, and your author’s website.

7.3.4 Example Prompts

e “Write 10 book blurbs based on the attached book manuscript.”
e “Write 10 book blurbs for [book title] by [author name].”

7.3.5 Example Book Blurb

‘Deep in the Enchanted Forest, where moonflowers glow and fireflies dance, a daring young pixie
named Periwinkle embarks on magical adventures that bring creatures together in unexpected ways.
From solving mysteries to crafting new traditions, she proves that even the smallest being can make
the biggest difference. Perfect for bedtime reading, these 26 heartwarming tales of friendship, courage,
and magic will delight young readers and the young at heart.”

7.4 Sales Description
7.4.1 Definition

A sales description is a persuasive and informative summary of a book designed to attract potential

buyers. It is typically longer than a blurb and provides more details about the book’s themes,

characters, and unique selling points while maintaining an engaging and marketable tone.

A strong sales description generally includes:

e An engaging hook, which is a captivating opening line or question that grabs attention.

o A brief story overview that introduces the main character(s), setting, and central conflict without giving
away too much.

e The unique appeal which highlights what makes the book special (e.g., genre, writing style, moral
lessons, world-building).

e Target audience that specifies who the book is for (e.g., “Perfect for fans of classic fairy tales and
bedtime stories”).

e A call to action that encourages the reader to purchase the book, such as “Get your copy today
and step into a world of magic!”
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7.4.2 Uses

e Online retail platforms, such as Amazon, Barnes & Noble, and Goodreads, use sales descriptions
to advertise books.

e Add the sales description to your author’s website and newsletter to help build excitement and
generate pre-orders or direct sales.

e Use the sales description in press kits, catalogs, and promotional materials for bookstores and
libraries.

e Use the sales description on Facebook and Instagram ads.

e Use the sales description to create the narration for longer book trailers.

7.4.3 Process
TBD

7.4.4 Example Prompts

o “Write 10 sales descriptions for the attached book manuscript.”
o “Write 10 sales descriptions for [book title] by [author name].”

7.4.5 Example Sales Description

‘Step into the Enchanted Forest and follow Periwinkle Fae, a curious and courageous young pixie, as
she embarks on 26 magical adventures filled with wonder, friendship, and life lessons. From solving
the mystery of the Moonflower’s disappearance to creating a breathtaking firefly festival, Periwinkle
proves that even the smallest creatures can make the biggest impact.

Perfect for bedtime reading, this beautifully written collection is ideal for children who love fairy
tales, adventure, and the magic of nature. Join Periwinkle and her forest friends in a world where
kindness and creativity shape the future — one small act at a time.

A must-read for young explorers and dreamers! Get your copy today!”

7.5 Book Outline
7.5.1 Definition

A book outline is a structured roadmap that details the key elements of a book, including its plot,
characters, themes, and structure. It serves as a blueprint for writing and organizing the story, ensuring
consistency and flow. A book outline’s contents and level of detail depend on the writer’s preference
but typically include:

1. Title. The book’s working title.

Overview. A high-level summary of the book.

Genre(s). The book’s categories (e.g., fantasy, sci-fi, nonfiction).
. Audience(s). The book’s intended readers.

Main Characters. A list of key characters with brief descriptions of their roles, personalities, and
arcs.

2
3.
4
5

Settings. Locations and world-building elements, if applicable.

Chapter Breakdown. A detailed structure of each chapter or scene, including major conflicts and
turning points.
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8. Themes and Life Lessons. The core ideas or lessons that are conveyed throughout the book.
9. Whiting Style. The book’s tone, style (e.g., first-person or third-person), and structure.
7.5.2 Uses

It guides the writing process, helping authors stay on track and maintain the book’s logical
progression.

It helps the author ensure plot consistency by preventing plot holes, character inconsistencies, or
pacing issues.

It supports revising and editing by making it easier to track changes and refine the story’s structure
without losing coherence.

It forms a major part of book proposals when pitching the book to publishers or literary agents
in order to secure publishing deals.

It supports marketing and sales as an input to write compelling blurbs and sales descriptions.

7.5.3 Process

Use one or more chatbot Als — I primarily use ChatGPT — to write a potential outline for your book.
Ask for additional information as needed. Correct any hallucinations.

7.5.4 Example Prompts

“Write a book outline based on the attached book manuscript. Include the book’s title, and
overview, its genres, intended audiences, its main characters (including role, personality, arc, and
any special characteristics), settings, chapter titles and descriptions, themes with life lessons, and
writing styles (tone, style, and structure).”

7.5.5 Example Book Outline
See Appendix A for a book outline for The Adventures of Periwinkle Fae.

7.6 Book Trailer
7.6.1 Definition

A book trailer is a short, engaging video designed to promote a book in the same way a movie trailer
promotes a film. It combines narration, visuals, music, and text to give potential readers a teaser of
the book’s story, themes, or mood, enticing them to buy or read it. A strong book trailer typically
includes the following elements:

Hook / Opening Scene. Grabs attention with a striking visual, intriguing question, or dramatic
moment. Introduces the mood and setting of the book.

Narration or On-Screen Text. A voiceover or animated text conveying the book’s premise or
key themes. Should be concise and engaging, giving a teaser without revealing too much.

Main Characters & Conflict Introduction. A brief introduction to the protagonist(s) and their
struggles, goals, or adventures. Sets up the central conflict or question that drives the story.

4. Visual Elements. Images, illustrations, video clips, or animations that bring the book’s world
to life. May include art from the book (if illustrated) or cinematic representations of key scenes.
5. Music and Sound Effects. Background music that matches the book’s genre and tone (e.g.,

whimsical for fantasy, suspenseful for thrillers). Sound effects (e.g., wind, footsteps, magical
chimes) add depth.
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e 6. The Title and Author Name. The book title and author’s name should appear prominently,
typically near the beginning and at the end.

e 7. Call to Action (CTA) Encourages viewers to buy, pre-order, or learn more about the book.

7.6.2 Uses

A book trailer has the following uses:

e Online Marketing and Social Media. Share it on YouTube, Instagram, Facebook, TikTok, and
Twitter to generate buzz. Works well as a pinned post, advertisement, or part of a book launch
campaign.

e Author Websites and Blogs. Embed it on an author’s website to provide visitors with an
engaging introduction to the book. Include it in blog posts about the book’s creation or themes.

e Retail and Publishing Platforms. Use it on Amazon, Barnes & Noble, and other online
bookstores to attract potential buyers. Add it to Goodreads, author pages, or publisher websites.

e Book Launch Events and Readings. Play it at virtual or in-person book launch events to set
the stage. Use it in bookstore readings, school visits, or library presentations.

e Email and Newsletter Campaigns. Include it in an email marketing campaign to engage
subscribers. It helps keep the reader’s interest, leading up to a book’s release or special promotion.

e DPress Kits and Media Outreach. Send it to book reviewers, bloggers, and journalists as part of
a press kit. It helps media outlets easily showcase the book in articles or interviews.

7.6.3 Process

e Use one or more chatbot Als — I primarily use ChatGPT — to write five potential scripts for your
book trailer based on the book’s manuscript.

e Create a script for the book trailer based on the best parts of these potential scripts. Ask for
additional information as needed. Correct any hallucinations.

e Case 1: Use the resulting book trailer script to create a book trailer.

o Use generative Al programs to create the visual elements (image or video) for each scene.
Add the narration text to the images or video.

Use generative Al programs to create the music and sound effects for each scene.

Use generative Al programs to create the audio narration.

Use a video-editing Al program to merge the visual and audio elements to create the book
trailer.

o Iterate as needed to create the final book trailer.

O O O O

e (ase 2: Provide the book trailer script to a professional book trailer producer.

7.6.4 Example Prompt

e  Use the prompt: “Write five scripts for a book trailer for the attached book. For each scene in
the book trailer, include the associated narration, a description of the narrator’s voice, a description
of the background image or video, and a description of any background music.”

7.6.5 Example Book Trailer Script
See Appendix B — Example Book Trailer Script.
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7.7 Book Club Story Guide

TBD
e Use Google’s NotebooklLM to generate a gook club study guide for your book.

o You will receive a short answer quiz consisting of a list of questions and associated answers, a
list of essay questions that can guide book discussions, and a glossary of key terms in the book.

7.8 Audio Deep Dive Conversations

TBD

e . Use Google’s NotebooklLM to generate a deep-dive conversation between two hosts discussing
your book or short story.

7.9 Author Profile
7.9.1 Definition

An author profile is a compelling, persuasive summary of an author that highlights their expertise,
achievements, and writing style. It is used to market the author alongside their book, establishing
credibility and connecting with readers.

An author profile is also known as an author bio, author marketing copy, author blurb,
promotional author biography, writet’s sales pitch, and author branding statement.

It often appears in book listings, promotional materials, and author websites, aiming to engage
readers, literary agents, publishers, and media outlets.
An author profile typically includes:

e Author Name and Pen Name (if applicable). The full name of the author or a professional
pen name if used.

e Genre(s). A short descriptor of what the author writes.

o Example: Award-Winning Fantasy Author | Paranormal & Sci-Fi Writer | Nonfiction Expert.

e Author Photo. A high-quality headshot or professional author portrait. Should match the tone of
the author’s brand (e.g., casual for children’s books, serious for nonfiction).

e Biography (short and long versions). The author’s writing background, expertise, key
achievements (e.g., book awards, educational degrees), and personal details (e.g., hobbies, pets,
location) to make them relatable.

o Short bio (1-2 sentences) for book listings, back covers, and quick introductions.
o Long bio (1-2 paragraphs) for websites, media, and professional networking.

e Notable Works & Published Books. A list of key books or series, including bestsellers or award-
winning titles.
o Example: Best known for The Secrets of Hawthorne House and The Hell Holes Series.

e Awards and Recognitions (if applicable). Literary awards, bestseller rankings, or notable
recognitions (if any).
o Example: Winner of the 2023 Fantasy Writers Guild Award.

e Writing Style and Themes. A brief description of what makes the author’s writing unique.
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o Example: “Known for weaving intricate fantasy worlds filled with deep mythology and strong
character-driven narratives.”

Personal Background and Inspiration (optional). How personal experiences influenced their

writing.

o Example: “Having grown up in a small coastal town, much of her work is inspired by the
mysteries of the sea.”

Social Media and Website Links. The author’s official website, blog, and social media handles
(e.g., Twitter, Instagram, Facebook, Goodreads).

o  Example: Follow [@AuthorHandle] on Instagram and Twitter ot visit [www.Authorll ebsite.cons).

Contact Information (for business inquiries). Professional email for press, collaborations, or
speaking engagements.

o Example: For media inquities, contact [AuthorEmail@example.com].

11. Call to Action (CTA). Encourages readers to explore the authot’s work.

o Example: “Discover the magic in [Book Title], available now on Amazon and bookstores near
2
you!

7.9.2 Uses

An author profile has the following uses:

Book Retailers. Amazon, Barnes & Noble, and Kobo typically include an author webpage based
on the author profile.

Author Websites and Blogs. Use it as input to the “About the Author” sections to showcase
the author’s background and achievements (e.g., books published and awards).

Author Social Media Profiles. Use for author social media profiles (e.g., Facebook, Instagram,
Goodreads, and Twitter).

Marketing and Promotional Materials. Use it in book launch campaigns, press releases, social
media posts, author posters, and flyers.

Query Letters and Proposals. Include it when pitching books to publishers, literary agents, or
media outlets.

Speaking Engagements and Events. Use it as input to conference bios, panel introductions,
and interviews.

Media and Press Kits. Sent it to journalists, book reviewers, and influencers for promotional
articles.

7.9.3 Process
TBD

7.9.4 Example Prompt
TBD

7.9.5 Example Author Profile
TBD
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e . Use one of the Chatbot Als (I primarily use ChatGPT) to write a sales description of the author.

©)
O

You can use this on the author page of your authot’s website.
Optionally, ask for a brief description for use on the back cover of the book.

8 Co-Authoring

10.
11.
12.

13.

Using an Al chatbot to write your fiction book or short story is very controversial. And no
current chatbot can yet write an entire book or short story without a great deal of effort by a
human author. Therefore, instead of asking an Al to write your book or short story, at most
use the Al as a co-author.

If you heavily use an Al chatbot to write your story, list it prominently as a co-author so that
everyone knows up front you used the Al to write the story.

Largely as an experiment to better understand the current ability of Als as fiction authors, 1
recently used a chatbot as my co-author of The Adventures of Periwinkle Fae, a collection of 26
children’s fairy stories.

I selected Claude Sonnet 3.5 because it seems to be the best chatbot for understanding and
writing fiction.

I used the following process to create the book:

I started by asking Claude to suggest several dozen plot overviews of short stories to include
in a children’s book about a pixie named Periwinkle. Most seemed promising, although I
rejected some outright, and several seemed too much alike, so I had to choose the 26 best
plots. I kept asking for more plots until I had a sufficient number to make a short story
collection.

After selecting what I felt were the best plots, I asked Claude to draft a story based on each
plot.

After editing each story to ensure consistency, I asked Claude to write a critique of each of
these draft stories. Claude produced excellent critiques listing each story’s strengths and areas
needing improvement.

I asked Claude to rewrite each story, making its recommended improvements.

After editing, I asked Claude to critique each of these second-draft stories and rewrite them
by making the suggested improvements.

I repeated this critique-rewrite-edit cycle several times until I was satisfied that Claude had run
out of significant suggested improvements.

I then re-edited Claude’s final draft of the short stories, making additional corrections and my
own improvements.

I merged the individually edited short stories to form the book’s initial draft manuscript.
Note: Claude clearly understood the common structure of each short story: (1) Introduction
of the problem, (2) Engagement with the Community, (3) Creative Problem Solving, and (4)
Resolution and Lesson Learned.

I reorganized the stories in rough chronological order.

I used MS Word to make the initial table of contents.

I asked Claude to give me one-sentence descriptions of each story and added them to the table
of contents.

I manually made a list of all the characters in the book, including the character’s species and a
brief description of each character’s characteristics (appearance, personality).
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14.

15.

16.
17.

18.
19.

I used this character list to ensure the consistency of all the characters in the stories (e.g., some
stories used the same name for different animals).

I used Claude to list the valuable story lessons of each story and listed them in the back as a
guide for parents and teachers.

I'had MS Word read the book aloud and made the necessary corrections.

I did a final edit of the completed book using the Al editing tools to find and fix the last
problems.

I used multiple generative Al tools to create the book’s cover art and illustrations.

I used Claude to generate drafts of the book’s blurb and sales description.

e | must admit that I found the result of Claude’s writing both impressive and unnerving. For
example, I believe that once Al technology has a few more years of improvements, a child will be
able to ask her Al to tell her a bedtime story, and the Al will immediately generate a new, age-
appropriate story specifically tailored to her individual likes. It will be a brave new world for us
authors.
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Appendix A — Example Book Outline

The following is a book outline for The Adventures of Periwinkle Fae by Donald Firesmith:
8.1 Title

The Adventures of Periwinkle Fae

8.2 Overview

The Adpentures of Periwinkle Fae is a collection of 26 magical bedtime stories set in the Enchanted Forest.
The stories follow Periwinkle Fae, a small but courageous pixie, as she embarks on whimsical
adventures, helping her forest friends, solving problems, and learning valuable life lessons about
kindness, courage, and creativity. Themes include cooperation, empathy, creativity, resilience, and
environmental harmony.

8.3 Genres
Children’s fantasy, fairy tales

8.4 Audience
Young readers, ages 6-10

8.5 Main Characters:

Periwinkle Fae (Protagonist).

@)

Role: A tiny but clever pixie who helps the creatures of the Enchanted Forest solve problems
using ingenuity, kindness, and teamwork.

Personality: Curious, empathetic, creative, and determined.

Are: Throughout the book, Periwinkle learns that being small is not a weakness and that
kindness, cleverness, and teamwork can solve almost any problem.

Special Traits: She is skilled at observing details others miss, finding creative solutions, and
bringing the community together.

Milton Fieldmouse.

Role: Periwinkle’s best friend, often joining her adventures.

Personality: Loyal, kind-hearted, adventurous, brave, and eager to help, but sometimes nervous
about taking risks.

Apre: Over time, Milton gains confidence in himself, proving that small creatures can do great
things.

Leo Lizard.

o Role: A timid lizard who discovers his own unique skills with Periwinkle’s encouragement.

O  Personality: Shy, hesitant, but eager to fit in.

o Arc: He learns to embrace his differences, developing confidence in his natural movement

style, swimming, and dancing,.

Grace Firefly.

@)

Role: Passionate choreographer of the Firefly Light Show, responsible for magical
performances that renew the forest’s magic.

© Donald Firesmith 2025



Page 15 of 22

o Personality: Artistic, determined, graceful, and nurturing.
o Are She overcomes self-doubt and learns to trust others with leadership responsibilities.

Bella Butterfly.

o Role: A fast-flying butterfly who values speed above all else.

o  Personality: Energetic, overconfident, but secretly insecure.

o Are After breaking a wing, Bella learns to slow down, appreciate life’s small details, and build
stronger friendships.

Elder Owl.
o Role: A respected elder who offers wisdom and guidance to Periwinkle and other young
creatures.

o Personality: Wise, patient, and slightly mysterious.
o Are She helps mentor Periwinkle, teaching her that true wisdom comes from experience and
listening to others.

Maestro Cricket.

o Role: A cricket with a different way of making music who struggles to fit in.

O  Personality: Passionate, unique, and eager to share his music but sensitive to criticism.

o Are Learns that his differences are strengths, leads the Midnight Orchestra, and unites the
forest’s music lovers.

Theodore Toad

O Role: A reluctant participant in Periwinkle’s adventures.

O Personality: Grumpy, gruff, stubborn, skeptical, but loyal and secretively kind-hearted.

o Ar: A loner who learns to embrace change, finds joy in companionship, and becomes an
unlikely hero.

Antoinette, the Queen Ant.

0 Role: Leader of the forest’s ant colony, known for her strategic thinking and efficiency.

o Personality: Highly organized, intelligent, disciplined, and slightly formal.

o Are Learns to trust creativity over rigid rules as she works with Periwinkle on community
projects.

Nutkin Squirrel.

o Role: A squirrel who hoards food for winter and initially resists sharing.
o Personality: Competitive, proud, independent, but capable of deep kindness.
o Arc: Learns that sharing builds stronger communities, eventually helping organize the Autumn

Sharing Party.
The Whispering Tree.

o Role: A mysterious tree that stores the history of the forest.

O Personality: Wise, enigmatic, and deeply connected to the magic of nature.

o Are Reveals its secrets to Periwinkle, teaching her that the past holds valuable lessons for the
future.

8.6 Settings:

The Enchanted Forest is a place of magic where big, noisy humans have never entered.
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e The Pixies’ Hawthorn Tree is Periwinkle’s home, a twisting, ancient tree where her family lives
in dewdrop-carved apartments.

e The Forest Clearing is where major forest celebrations, races, and gatherings take place.
e The Stream is the place where Leo learns to dance.

e The Underground Warren is a network of tunnels used by rabbits, moles, and field mice, later
expanded into the first underground mail service.

¢ The Moonflower Patch is where the magic moonflowers grow.

e The Friendship Garden is the home of Theodore Toad.

e The Crystal Cave is a hidden cavern filled with glowing crystals, home to a mysterious guardian.
e The Fairy Ring is a hidden glade where a ring of magic mushrooms grants wishes.

8.7 Chapter Breakdown
Chapter 1. The Midnight Firefly Dance.

Periwinkle helps a talented firefly choreographer escape a spider’s web. They enhance the Firefly
Light Show, which strengthens the forest’s magic.

Chapter 2. The Butterfly Ball.

Three groups of butterflies argue over how to decorate for their annual ball. Periwinkle mediates,
helping them blend their styles into a harmonious masterpiece.

Chapter 3. Leo’s Dancing Lessons.

A self-conscious lizard, Leo, feels he can’t dance like the other creatures. Periwinkle and a
grasshopper teacher help him discover a new “lizard style” of dance.

Chapter 4. The Raindrop Symphony.

Periwinkle turns rainy days into music using natural sounds. She organizes a forest orchestra
combining raindrops and animal voices.

Chapter 5. The Midnight Orchestra.

A cricket named Maestro is mocked for his unusual music. Periwinkle encourages him to form an
orchestra of unique talents.

Chapter 6. The Broken Butterfly Wing.

A speed-loving butterfly breaks her wing and is forced to slow down. Periwinkle helps her discover
the beauty of patience and observation.

Chapter 7. The Butterfly’s Winter Coat.

A butterfly can’t migrate due to a weak wing. With the help of forest friends, Periwinkle creates a
tiny winter coat.

Chapter 8. The Autumn Sharing Party.

Some forest families struggle with food shortages before winter. Periwinkle organizes a food-
sharing festival, promoting community support.

Chapter 9. The Winter Warming Party.

An early frost threatens young insects. Periwinkle transforms a grumpy toad’s burrow into a winter
shelter.

Chapter 10. Leo’s Swimming Lesson
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Leo Lizard is afraid of water and can’t cross a stream to reach his family. Periwinkle and a mother
duck teach him to swim.

Chapter 11. The Moonflower Mystery.

The moonflowers won’t bloom, threatening nocturnal creatures who rely on them. Periwinkle
discovers morning glories are strangling them and finds a way to balance the ecosystem.

Chapter 12. The Smallest Helper.

Periwinkle feels too small to contribute to the forest’s spring cleaning. She finds tasks only she
can do, proving that size doesn’t determine value.

Chapter 13. The Berry Special Birthday.

Periwinkle plans a surprise birthday for her best friend, Milton the fieldmouse. The entire forest
contributes, showing that community makes celebrations special.

Chapter 14. The Great Acorn Race.

Small creatures participate in a race pushing acorns through an obstacle course. Periwinkle helps
a young mouse who loses his acorn realize that persistence matters more than winning.

Chapter 15. The Firefly Lantern Race.

A lantern race relies on catching fireflies, but Periwinkle discovers a better way. She teaches
competitors to attract fireflies with flowers, instead of trapping them.

Chapter 16. The Underground Mail Service.

A determined mole wants to create an underground postal system. Periwinkle helps him overcome
challenges like keeping letters dry in tunnels.

Chapter 17. The Drought.

A summer drought threatens the forest. Periwinkle organizes a team to collect and store morning dew
for animals in need.

Chapter 18. The Lost Little Squirrel.

A young squirrel gets lost on his first adventure. Periwinkle uses her knowledge of the forest to
guide him home.

Chapter 19. The Friendship Garden.

Periwinkle plants a garden to make the forest more welcoming for everyone.
A grumpy toad, initially resistant, becomes her unexpected friend.
Chapter 20. The Firefly Festival.

A firefly named Flicker feels out of place because his light flickers unpredictably. Periwinkle helps
him discover that his unique glow creates beautiful effects.

Chapter 21. The Golden Dewdrop.

Periwinkle finds a magical golden dewdrop that disappears when others look for it. She embarks
on a quest to uncover its secret.

Chapter 22. The Big Storm.

A powerful storm threatens the pixies’ hawthorn tree. Periwinkle leads an effort to protect her
family and the other tree inhabitants.
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Chapter 23. The Crystal Cave.

Periwinkle and her best friend find a hidden crystal cave. They navigate a magical maze and
befriend its guardian.

Chapter 24. The Mischievous Gnome.

A lonely gnome plays pranks to get attention. Periwinkle helps him use his creativity for good,
turning pranks into games.

Chapter 25. The Fairy Ring.

Periwinkle’s wish for endless adventures leads to unexpected chaos. She learns to balance
excitement with appreciating quiet moments.

Chapter 26. The Secret of the Whispering Tree.

An ancient tree whispers secrets of the Enchanted Forest. Periwinkle uncovers its hidden history
and magical role.

8.8 Themes and Life Lessons

Friendship and Community.

e Theme: The Enchanted Forest is a thriving community where creatures rely on each other,
proving that no one succeeds alone.

e Life Lesson: True friendship is about supporting, understanding, and helping one another, even
when it’s not always easy.

Kindness and Helping Others.

e Theme: Small acts of kindness create ripples of goodness in the world.

e Life Lesson: Helping someone, no matter how small the effort, can make a big difference in their
life.

Courage and Overcoming Fear.

e Theme: Facing fears leads to growth and self-discovery.

e Life Lesson: Bravery isn’t about not being afraid—it’s about doing the right thing despite fear.

Problem-Solving and Creativity.

e Theme: Challenges can be solved in unexpected ways through imagination and perseverance.

e Life Lesson: Sometimes, the best solutions come from thinking outside the box and working
together.

Respect for Nature and the Environment.

e Theme: Nature is alive and interconnected, and every creature has a role in maintaining balance.

e Life Lesson: Caring for nature and understanding its cycles helps keep the world beautiful and
harmonious.

Inclusivity and Appreciating Differences.

e Theme: Every creature has unique strengths, and differences should be celebrated, not judged.

e Life Lesson: True friendship means accepting and valuing others for who they are, not who we
expect them to be.

Patience and Appreciating the Little Things.

e Theme: Life moves fast, but slowing down helps us see the beauty in small moments.

e Life Lesson: Not everything needs to happen quickly — sometimes, the best things come to
those who wait and observe.
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Self-Discovery and Personal Growth.

e Theme: Every adventure teaches something new about oneself.

e Life Lesson: Learning and growing take time, but each challenge brings us closer to
understanding who we truly are.

Sharing and Generosity.

e Theme: Sharing isn’t just about giving — it’s about building stronger connections.

e Life Lesson: When we share, we create a world where everyone thrives.

The Power of Small Actions.

e Theme: Even the smallest creatures can make a big difference.

e Life Lesson: You don’t have to be big or powerful to change the world. Kindness, courage, and
creativity are what truly matter.

8.9 Writing Style

Tone

e Magical, warm, and whimsical, creating a cozy fairy tale atmosphere.

e Maintains a gentle moral undertone, encouraging kindness, cooperation, and problem-solving.

Style

e Written in a third-person limited, past-tense narrative, making it easy to follow for young readers.

e Dialogues are short and engaging, making them easy for young readers to follow.

e Uses descriptive, poetic language to bring the Enchanted Forest alive.

e Sensory details are used to create immersive imagery (e.g., ““The fireflies painted golden trails in
the midnight air, their glow reflected in the dewdrops below.”).

Structure

e Fach story is standalone but shares a common setting and recurring characters.

e Fach story follows a structured beginning, middle, and end, with a clear challenge and resolution.

Appendix B: Example Book Trailer Script

The following is an example script for a book outline for The Adventures of Periwinkle Fae by Donald
Firesmith:

@ Scene 1: Introduction to the Enchanted Forest

® Narration: (Soft, magical voice, full of wonder) “Deep within the heart of the Enchanted
Forest, where fireflies dance, moonflowers glow, and the whispering trees hold ancient secrets...”

wa Video: Opening shot: A lush, glowing forest at twilight, fireflies flickering in the air. The
camera glides through a dense canopy, revealing tiny pixies and woodland creatures going about
their evening.

dd Music: Soft, twinkling chimes with gentle flute and harp melodies create a dreamy, whimsical
tone.

i@ Scene 2: Meet Periwinkle Fae

® Narration: Bright and adventurous tone “Meet Periwinkle Fae, a tiny but courageous pixie
with a heart as big as the forest she calls home.”
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gn Video: Close-up of Periwinkle Fae, a small, blue-winged pixie perched on a flower, smiling
with excitement. She takes flight, twirling in the moonlight as glowing sparkles trail behind
her.

dd Music: A playful, upbeat violin and harp blend, suggesting curiosity and adventure.
i@ Scene 3: The Magic of Her Adventures

® Narration: (Warm and inviting, drawing the audience in) “Every day is an adventure in the
Enchanted Forest...”

man Video: (Quick montage of scenes from different stories) Periwinkle freeing a firefly trapped
in a spider web. Helping a lizard learn to dance on a mushroom stage. Gathering dew to help the
forest through a drought. Uniting bickering butterflies to throw the grandest Butterfly Ball.

dd Music: Light orchestral swells, suggesting excitement and wonder
i@ Scene 4: The Challenges She Faces

® Narration: (Dramatic panse, then serions but hopeful tone) “but even in a magical world, not everything is
easy...”

ga Video: (Quick montage of scenes from different stories) A storm rolling into the forest,
lightning flashing. Theodore Toad, grumpy but wise, crosses his arms as Periwinkle pleads with
him. Periwinkle looks worried as the Moonflowers refuse to bloom, threatening nocturnal
creatures. Frost covers the forest as animals shiver in burrows.

dd Music: A slower, more mysterious melody with a hint of tension, suggesting challenges to
overcome

i@ Scene 5: The Power of Kindness & Friendship

® Narration: (Hopeful and uplifting, filled with warmth) “But with courage, kindness, and a little
bit of pixie magic... anything is possible!”

gen Video: (Heartwarming resolutions from different stories) Periwinkle and Milton the Mouse
laughing under a starry sky. The forest creatures celebrate together at the Firefly Festival, glowing
lanterns lighting up the trees. A once-grumpy Theodore Toad reluctantly smiles, offering shelter
to shivering animals. Periwinkle places a tiny, handmade winter coat on a butterfly so she can
survive the cold.

dd Music: joyful, uplifting orchestral score filled with warmth and whimsy.
i@ Scene 6: The Invitation

% Narration: (Excited and enchanting tone) “Step into a wotld of magic, wonder, and
adventure... Join Periwinkle Fae and discover the enchantment waiting in the forest.”

gen Video: Periwinkle flying up toward the camera, smiling, her wings glowing. The title appears:
The Adventures of Periwinkle Fae, sparkling letters forming in the air.

usic: crescendao ofr jo arp an ute, ending on a magical; rading note.
dd Music: A do of joyful harp and fl ding gical, fading
i@ Scene 7: Call to Action

® Narration: (Encouraging and inviting) “Available now on Amazon and the authot’s website.
Experience the magic today!”
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g Video: The book cover appears on-screen, flipping open to reveal illustrations inside. A final
glowing firefly flits past the screen, leaving behind a sparkle as the screen fades to black.

d9 Music: A gentle, twinkling fade-out, evoking a bedtime story feeling.
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9 Al Tools for Authors

There are many Al tools, some of which are free and some are fee-based.

Chatbots
Al Al Company Website Notes
ChatGPT Open Al https://chatgpt.com/ Great general purpose chatbot.
Claude Anthropic https://claude.ai/ Great for understanding and writing fiction.
CoPilot Microsoft https://copilot.microsoft.com
DeepSeek DeepSecek https://chat.deepseek.com/ Brand new, but having problems accepting input files.
Gemini Google https://gemini.google.com/
Meta Al Meta https://www.meta.ai/c/
Mistral Mistral https://chat.mistral.ai/chat
NotebookLM | Google https://notebooklm.google.com/ Great for audio deep dives with two hosts
Editing Al Tools
Al Al Company Website
editGPT editGPT https://editgpt.app/
Grammarly Grammarly https://www.grammarly.com/
MS Word Microsoft
ProWritingAid | ProWritingAid | https://prowritingaid.com Besides low-level editing, it provides good critiques.
Generative Al (Image Generation Tools)

Artspace Artspace https://space.artspace.ai/
DALL-E Open Al https://chatgpt.com/
CoPilot Microsoft https://copilot.microsoft.com
DeepAl Deep Al https://deepai.org/machine-

learning-model/image-editor
Meta Al Meta https://www.meta.ai/c/
Midjourney Midjourney https://www.midjourney.com/
OpenArt Al OpenArt https://openart.ai
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