
Re a lis m in  Sp e c u la t ive  Fic t ion :
Wha t  is  it ?

Why is  it  Imp ort a n t ?
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He llo !
I’m Donald Firesmith .

I writ e  s p e c u la t ive  f ic t ion  nove ls  & s hort  s t o rie s .

I ha ve  a n  e ng ine e ring  b a c kg round  wit h  ove r 4 0  
ye a rs  o f  e xp e rie nc e  d e ve lop ing  la rg e  c omp le x, 
s of t wa re - in t e ns ive  s ys t e ms .

➢ I’m a n  ACM Dis t ing uis he d  Eng ine e r

Hob b y: I ma ke  ha nd -c ra f t e d  ma g ic  wa nd s .
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https://www.amazon.com/Future-Dreams-Nightmares-Donald-Firesmith-ebook/dp/B0C1W46TYH/
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Some  of  my Book Awa rd s



Wha t  is  Re a lis m?
A p e rs on , t h ing , s e t t ing , o r s it ua t ion  t ha t  a c c ura t e ly  
c onforms  t o  t he  re a l world  (a s  it  is  o r a s  it  c ou ld  b e )

➢ A d e f in ing  c ha ra c t e ris t ic  o f  ha rd  s c ie nc e  f ic t ion
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Wha t  is
Sp e c u la t ive  Fic t ion?
A g e nre  in  whic h  t he  s e t t ing  is  NOT t he  re a l world :
➢ Sc ie nc e  f ic t ion , fa n t a s y , p a ra norma l, a nd  some horror
➢ Fut ure , a lt e rna t e  p a s t , a lt e rna t e  un ive rs e , s p a c e , 

ma g ic , mons t e rs , myt holog y  (g od s  a nd  c re a t u re s )6



Re a lis m in  
Sp e c u la t ive  Fic t ion
Sp e c u la t ive  f ic t ion  re q u ire s  re a d e rs  t o  “s us p e nd  d is b e lie f .”

Ens ure  re a lis m of  non-s p e c u la t ive  p a rt s  o f  your s t o ry .

Us e fu l fo r a ll t yp e s  of  s p e c u la t ive  f ic t ion .
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Ha ve  you  e ve r wa t c he d  a  s c ie nc e  f ic t ion  or d is a s t e r 
movie  a nd  s e e n  s ome t h ing  s o  rid ic u lous  t ha t  you  
imme d ia t e ly  t houg h t :
➢ Tha t ’s  imp os s ib le  [no t  t he  wa y  “X” works ]. 
➢ Did n’t  t he y  ha ve  a  s c ie n t if ic  o r e ng ine e ring  a d vis or”?
Es p e c ia lly  Ba d  Exa mp le s : Ind e p e nd e nc e  Da y  (a lie n  
c omp ut e r virus ), The  Ma t rix (huma ns  a s  b a t t e rie s ), 
Wa t e rworld (a mount  o f  wa t e r), Ang e ls  a nd  De mons  
(a n t ima t t e r), a nd  Moonfa ll (g ra vit y  on  t he  a t mos p he re ).
The  s a me  p ot e n t ia l p rob le m a p p lie s  t o  b ooks .8



He lp s  re a d e r “s us p e nd  d is b e lie f ,” e n t e r a u t hor’s  
s p e c u la t ive  re a lit y , a nd  a void  ja rring  mis t a ke s

Ma ke s  s p e c u la t ive  p a rt s  more  b e lie va b le
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Be ne f it s  o f
Re a lis m in  
Sp e c u la t ive  Fic t ion



1) Se a rc h  t he  In t e rne t
2) Re a d  Books  a nd  Ma g a zine  Art ic le s
3) Wa t c h  Movie s , TV, a nd  Ot he r Vid e os
4 ) Us e  or Ga in  Pe rs ona l Exp e rie nc e
5) Us e  Sub je c t  Ma t t e r Exp e rt s

10

How d o  you
Ac hie ve  Re a lis m?



From my Hell Holes s e rie s  o f  s c ie nc e  f ic t ion  nove ls :
➢ Is  b a s e d  on  t he  mys t e rious  ho le s  in  Sib e ria n  p e rma fros t
➢ De mons  a re  a lie ns , a nd  He ll is  a  p la ne t .
➢ Ha rd  s c ie nc e  f ic t ion
➢ Alie n  inva s ion , milit a ry , a nd  d ys t op ia n  s c ie nc e  f ic t ion
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Exa mp le s



1) Se a rc h  t he  In t e rne t
➢ Goog le  t op ic s  (t e xt  a nd  ima g e s ):

➢ Tra ns -Ala s ka  Pip e line  p ump  s t a t ion
➢ Cold foot Ca fé  (p ic t u re s )
➢ Eie ls on  AFB, milit a ry  ve h ic le s , nuc le a r b omb , UAV
➢ He ll’s  s t a r a nd  s ky , Ala s ka n  s unris e /s uns e t  t ime s
➢ Whit e  Hous e  a nd  me d a l c e re monie s

➢ Goog le  Ma p s  inc lud ing  St re e t  Vie w:
➢ Da lt on  Hig hwa y

➢ Wikip e d ia :
➢ Milit a ry  ve h ic le s  (e .g ., a irc ra f t  a nd  St ryke rs )
➢ Milit a ry  un iforms  a nd  ins ig n ia12



2) Re a d  Books  a nd  Ma g a zine  Art ic le s
➢ His t ory :

➢ Sla ve ry
➢ Roma n  g la d ia t oria l c omb a t
➢ NAZI e xt e rmina t ion / la b or c a mp s  

➢ Pop ula r Sc ie nc e :
➢ Sib e ria n  ho le s
➢ Pe rma fros t
➢ Clima t e  c ris is
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3) Wa t c h  Movie s , TV, a nd  Ot he r Vid e os  

➢ Re a lis t ic  movie s  (e .g ., c e rt a in  wa r movie s )
➢ Doc ume nt a rie s  e .g ., (e .g ., His t ory  Cha nne l, YouTub e ):

➢ Sla ve ry
➢ Roma n  g la d ia t oria l c omb a t
➢ NAZI e xt e rmina t ion / la b or c a mp s  

➢ Pop ula r s c ie nc e  s hows  (e .g ., Curios it y )
➢ Online  e d uc a t iona l c la s s e s
➢ YouTub e  how-t o  vid e os  (e .g ., p ic king  c o t t on)
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4 ) Us e  o r Ga in  Pe rs ona l Exp e rie nc e
➢ Pa s t  Pe rs ona l Exp e rie nc e s :

➢ SCA me d ie va l f ig h t ing  for g la d ia t oria l c omb a t
➢ Milit a ry  t op ic s : b a s e  a c c e s s , DoD me e t ing s ,

milit a ry  IDs
➢ Vis it  Loc a t ions :

➢ Unive rs it y  o f  Ala s ka  Fa irb a nks  (UAF)
➢ Da lt on  Hig hwa y  t o  t he  s it e  o f  a  ma jor b a t t le
➢ Pe rma fros t  t unne l (e .g ., s me ll a nd  d us t )
➢ Eie ls on  AFB (re le va n t  b u ild ing s  a nd  rooms )
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5) Us e  Sub je c t  Ma t t e r Exp e rt s
➢ UAF g e olog y  p rofe s s or:

➢ Ala s ka  wild e rne s s , p e t ro le um g e olog y , p e rma fros t , 
s umme r f ie ld work

➢ Milit a ry  (c u rre n t  a nd  forme r) a d vis ors :
➢ Milit a ry  ve h ic le s
➢ Milit a ry  t e rminolog y , ra nks , p ro t oc o ls

➢ Re la t ive s :
➢ Mot he r p ic ke d  c o t t on  a s  a  c h ild .

➢ Be t a  Re a d e rs  (t he y  mig h t  s u rp ris e  you)
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Re a lis m is  va lua b le  in  s p e c u la t ive  f ic t ion .
Re s e a rc h  t a ke s  t ime  a nd  e ffort  (a nd  ma y  c os t  mone y).
Re s e a rc h  c a n  b e  in t e re s t ing , e d uc a t iona l, a nd  fun .
Re s e a rc h  c a n  g e ne ra t e  s t o ry  id e a s .
Re s e a rc h  is  fa r e a s ie r t od a y  t ha n  in  t he  p a s t .
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Conc lus ion



Tha nks !
Any questions?

You c a n  f ind  me  a t :

➢ Author website: http://donaldfiresmith.com
➢ Email: donfiresmith@gmail.com
➢ Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/don.firesmith
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